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EXAMINATION, 2026

(Second Semester)

GYMNOSPERMS AND ETHNO BOTANY

Time : 3 Hours] [Maximum Marks : 70

Before answering the question-paper, candidates must

ensure that they have been supplied with correct and

complete question-paper. No complaint, in this regard

will be entertained after the examination.

Note : Attempt Five questions in all, selecting one

question from each Unit. Q. No. 1 is

compulsory. All questions carry equal marks.

1

5. Write on the following :

(i) Brief note on Cycadeoidea and its

reproductive organs. 7

(ii) Describe the distinguishing features of

Welwitschia. 7

(i) Cycadeoidea

(ii) Welwitschia

Unit III  ( III

6. Explain various fossil dating techniques used in

paleobotany and discuss the role of

paleopalynology in understanding fossil plants.

14

Paleobotany

Paleopalynology
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1. Write on the following : 7×2=14

(i) What is Caytonia known for ?

(ii) Name any two gymnosperms found in India.

(iii) What kind of special roots do Cycas and

Pinus have ?

(iv) Etching

(v) Paleobotany

(vi) What is the origin of Siddha medicine ?

(vii) Indigenous medicines.

(i) Caytonia

(ii)

(iii) Cycas Pinus

(iv) Etching

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

Unit I  ( I

2. Discuss the classification of gymnosperms

according to Gifford and Foster (1989). 14

Gifford Foster

3. Write on the following :

(i) Write a brief account of the distribution

of gymnosperms in India. 7

(ii) Write a note on Caytonia and its

reproductive structures. 7

(i)

(ii) Caytonia

Unit II  ( II

4. Compare the reproductive strategies of

Cycadales and Ginkgoales. 14

Cycadales Ginkgoales
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7. Write on the following :

(i) Geological time scale with reference to

the evolution of plants. 7

(ii) The Indian Gondwana flora with reference

to the geological time scale. 7

(i)

(ii)

Unit IV  ( IV

8. Explain the various methods used in

ethnobotanical research. Highlight the role of

fieldwork, interviews and documentation in

preserving indigenous knowledge. 14

9. Write on the following :

(i) Compare the key features of Unani and

Homeopathic systems of medicine. 7

(ii) Explain the role of yoga and naturopathy

in holistic health care with ethnobotanical

relevance. 7

(i)

(ii) Ethnobotanical
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