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M. A. (NEP-2020) EXAMINATION, 2026

(Second Semester)

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Public Policy : Concept and Models

Time : 3 Hours, [Maximum Marks : 70

Before answering the question-paper, candidates must
ensure that they have been supplied with correct and
complete question-paper. No complaint, in this regard
will be entertained after the examination.

Note : Attempt Five questions in all, selecting one

question from each Unit. Q. No. 1 is

compulsory. All questions carry equal marks.

1

3. What is public choice theory, and how does it
apply economic principles to the study of
political and government decision-making ? 14

Unit II  II)

4. What is the concept of interest articulation in
Almond and Gabriel's political system theory,
and how does it relate to the communication of
societal demands within a political system ? 14

5. How does Rawls' concept of the "original
position" and the "veil of ignorance" help to
determine principles of justice in his theory ?

14
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1. Short Answer Type Questions : 7×2=14

(a) How does public choice explain
government decision-making ?

(b) What does it mean to view policy as a
political activity ?

(c) How is Pareto efficiency used to assess
economic outcomes ?

(d) What role do political parties play in
interest aggregation ?

(e) What role does Dror believe meta policy
plays in shaping national and global
policies ?

(f) How do bureaucrats benefit from
increasing their budgets in Niskanen's
model ?

(g) How does Sen's concept of capabilities
relate to human development ?

Unit I  I)

2. What are the different types of public policies,

and how do they address various issues in a

country ? 14
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Unit III  III)

6. How did Lasswell's approach to policy science
differ from traditional political science, and what
makes his model more interdisciplinary ? 14

7. What role does meta policy play in shaping the
overarching principles and frameworks that
guide the development of mega policies, and
how does it influence decision-makers ? 14

Unit IV  IV)

8. What are the criticisms of Niskanen's budget-
maximizing model, and how have these
critiques influenced the development of new
theories on bureaucratic behavior and public
administration ? 14

9. What is Elinor Ostrom's concept of institutional
rational choice, and how does it integrate
individual decision-making with the role of
institutions in shaping collective outcomes ?14
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