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INTERPRETATION OF STATUTES

Time : 3 Hours] [Maximum Marks : 80

Before answering the question-paper, candidates must
ensure that they have been supplied with correct and
complete question-paper. No complaint, in this regard
will be entertained after the examination.

Note : Attempt Five questions in all, selecting one
question from each Unit. Q. No. 1 (Unit I) is
compulsory. All questions carry equal marks.

1 I

Unit III  III)

4. Distinguish between ‘Internal Aids’ and ‘External
Aids’. Discuss the importance of ‘Preamble’
and ‘Headings’ as internal aids. 

5. Explain the principles governing the
interpretation of ‘Penal’ and ‘Taxing’ statutes.
Why is strict construction applied in these
cases ? 

Unit IV  IV)

6. Discuss the special rules for the ‘Interpretation
of the Indian Constitution’. How does it differ
from the interpretation of ordinary statutes ? 
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Unit I  I)

1. Answer all parts of the following in brief : 

(a) Define the term ‘Statute’. 

(b) What is the difference between
‘Interpretation’ and ‘Construction” ? 

(c) Give the meaning of ‘Rule of Literal
Construction’. 

(d) What are ‘Internal Aids’ to interpretation ? 

(e) Define the ‘Rule of Ejusdem Generis’. 

(f) What is ‘Pari Materia” ? 

(g) Mention the ‘Greatest Happiness of
Greatest Number’ principle.

(h) What are ‘Provisos’ in a statute ? 

Unit II  II)

2. Explain the ‘Mischief Rule’ of interpretation
with the help of Heydon’s case. How does it
help in finding the real intention of the
legislature ? 

3. Discuss the ‘Golden Rule’ of interpretation. In
what circumstances can a court depart from the
literal meaning of words ? 
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7. Explain the following maxims :

(a) Noscitur-a-sociis 

(b) Contemporanea Expositio est optima Et

Fortissima in Lege.

Noscitur-a-sociis 

Contemporanea Expositio est optima Et

Fortissima in Lege.

Unit V  V)

8. “Legislation is a Science.” Discuss this

statement in light of Bentham’s Theory

of Legislation. 

9. Explain the ‘Principle of Utility’ or

‘Utilitarianism’ as propounded by Jeremy
Bentham. How does public opinion influence
law-making ?
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